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with a falacious ſtory, that I had not 
only offended a written law, but alſo been 
guilty of premeditated fraud, and that to a 
great amount. But although the varience 
in the ſum, as at different times reported 
(it being ſometimes three thouſand, ſome- 
times two thouſand, and at others fifteen 
hundred pounds) might be ſufficient, with 
the juſt and diſcerning, to occaſion a doubt 
of the whole; yet the paſſion of prejudice 
has ſo ſtrongly prevailed, that this poiſon has 
been with great greedineſs ſucked in, and 
gained too general a belief, infinitely to my 
prejudice. A juſt man will never load a pri- 
ſoner with crimes he is not guilty of, but will 
mingle mercy with juſtice. The caſe of a 
priſoner is unhappy indeed, when he is un- 
der the power of a perſon who does not ad- 
here to the above rule. Who will ſtart up 
2 voluntary champion for the diſtreſſed? 
Rare is ſuch a friend to be found, eſpecially 
for a priſoner loaded with crimes. The 
crimes he is juſtly charged with, are not 
only readily . by the multitude, hes 
a a Ii. 
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2 little ingenuity alſo loads him with offen- 
ces he never committed, even in idea. In 
this caſe, how wretched are the circumſtan- 
ces of a priſoner? He hears not thoſe unjuſt 
charges till they have gained belief, and ve- 
ry difficult is it then to undeceive. But the 
diſcerning part of mankind will not ſhut 
their minds againſt conviction; they will 
hear both parties, and then judge from facts 
and circumſtances. 
From theſe conſiderations, and at the ardent 
deſire of my few remaining friends, I have 
been induced to lay the following pages be- 
fore the public, containing a ſtrictly true nar- 
rative of my unhappy caſe, devoid of all co- 
louring and flouriſhes, and develloped of 
of every diſguiſe ; but which would never 
have ſeen the light, had not my unkind 
proſecutor ſtill continued to diveſt himſelf of 
humanity, and ſtrayed too wide from truth. 
Although in this narrative it will appear 
I have been very indiſcreet, and gui 
ty of what is by no means juſtifiable ;- yet 1 
can, and do, with the greateſt ſolemnity aver, 
I have not been guilty of fraud, either in act or 
thought; and that I doubt not will appear 
to every reader who is poſſeſſed of that impar- 
riality which charaQterizes every enquirer 


after truth. 
J. GIBSON. 
THE 
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Ma. JAMES GIBSON, &c. 

OME TIME, in or about the year 
8 1749, Mr. F s was appointed 

aſſiſtant ſolicitor to the Lords of the 
Treaſury, under John Sharpe, Eſq. their 
Lordſhips then ſolicitor : at which time I 
was in employ under Mr. Sharpe as one 
of his clerks, and in particular in that 
branch of his extenſive buſineſs. This na- 
turally drew a connection between Mr. F—s 
and me: But what more particularly 
ſtrengthened it at that time was a diſguſt 
which a perſon, then in Mr. Sharpe's em- 
ploy, had taken againſt Mr. F Ss, on 
being diſappointed in ſucceeding to the office 
Mr. F——s was poſſeſſed of; and my refu- 
ſing to join him in throwing every ſtum- 
bling-block in Mr. F ss way to impede 
the due execution of his office, but on the 
contrary, giving and taking the greateſt 
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pains to inſtruct and make him acquainted 
with the buſineſs he was appointed to exe- 
cute. This drew on me the malice of 
Mr. F s's enemy, but engaged Mr. 
F s to profeſs himſelf my friend: the 


fruits of which were, his recommending 


me (on my quitting Mr. Sharpe) to Mr. John 
Harriſon, of New-Inn, as clerk (a worthy 
gentleman, with whom I continued ſeveral 
years, and to whoſe kind inſtructions I am 
indebted for the little knowledge I have in 
the common law); and from this time I was 
frequently employed, by Mr. F S, In 
ti anſacting for him ſuch little matters in 
the common law as he was occafionally 
engaged in; till about Feb. 1756, when, 
at his requeſt, I left a very worthy gentle- 
man (with whom I was happily ſituated) 
to engage with him as his clerk for a yearly 
ſalary, with the privilege of tranſacting my 
own buſineſs as an attorney. 

In this employ I continued till the year 
1761, when Mr. William Perkins, of 
Lincoln's-Inn, dying, Mr. Fs enter- 
ed upon his chambers and buſineſs, through 
the intereſt of his aunt, the widow of the late 
Hutton Perkins, Eſq. which buſineſs I ſole- 
ly conducted and managed for upwards of 


a year; when Mr. F-—s made a propo- 


fal to me to enter into co-partnerſhip with 
him. This propoſal I 'took ſome time to 
conſider of, being then poſſeſſed of a pretty 
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and increaſing] buſineſs. But after ſome- 
time (contrary to the advice of my friends) 
I conſented, and articles of co-partnerſhip 
were drawn; but ſuch alterations propoſed 
by him as I could not conſent to. 

The terms of the articles in general were, 
that in conſideration rf my faithful ſervices, 
Mr. F $ agreed to take me into joint and 
equal co-partnerſhip; that I ſhould not 
only conduct and manage the whole buſi- 
neſs of the co-partnerſhip, but alſo by 
myſelf, and ſuch clerks as we ſhould em- 
ploy, aſſiſt in the buſineſs of the govern- 
ment gratis, except in ſuch matcers where 
Mr. F——s could make a charge upon the 
crown; in which caſes the profits were to be 
equally divided: that he ſhould diſburſe all 
monies for the buſineſs, and the co-part- 
nerſhip to continue twenty-one years; with 
many other articles not materia] to mention. 

I principally objected, that his ſupplying 
barely money to carry on the bulinels, 
would not be ſufficient: the buſineſs 
he was then engaged in conſiſting in ge- 
neral of long and expenſive chancery- ſuits; 
in which it appeared, returns were very ſel- 
dom made, and that conſequently I ſhould 
want ſupplies formy family ocafions, which 
muſt come from him till ſuch times as the 
returns in buſineſs ſhould make it unneceſ- 
fary. And further, that I had an abſolute 
objection to the term of twenty-one years; 
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which I conceived to be unreaſonable, as J 
well knew the whole executive part of 
the buſineſs muſt lay upon me, and the in- 
creaſe of it depend upon my aſſiduity; and 
therefore propoſed that ſome ſhorter term 
ſhould be mentioned, and that renewed as we 
ſhould fee proper, or that a clauſe ſhould 
be inſerted, for determining the co-part- 
nerſhip upon a certain period, upon no- 
tice to be given by either party. 

To the firſt of my objections, reſpecting 


his ſupplying money, he agreed, but ra- 


ther inſiſted on the term of twenty-one 
years; but finding me reſolute in not ſub- 
ſcribing to that term, he ſaid, He did not 
doubt but we ſhould ſoon agree upon the 
term, as all other objections were removed, 
and requeſted the co-partnerſhip might com- 
mence on the iſt of Sept. 1762, and that 
the articles ſhould be executed when the 
term for which they were to continue 


ſhould be agrecd upon. 
Our unfortunate co-partnerſhip 10 


ingly commenced on the 1ſt of Sept. 1762; 


but in a few months I had too much rea- 
ſon not to be fond of a continuance of it, 
for inſtead of his ſupplying all monies ne- 
ceſſary to carry on buſineſs, with that ala- 
crity and ſucceſs, which thoſe who wiſh to 
get honour and advantage thereby would 
chooſe, as alſo for my own neceſſary occa- 


ſions. It was with difficulty I could ob- 


tain of him ſufficient to carry on that buſi- 
neſs 
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neſs which could not be neglected; a pro- 
traction of which was with too much juſ- 
tice complained of. 

During the firſt fix months of our co- 
partnerſhip Mr. F s advanced to me, 
by draughts upon Meff. Hoare, tour fi ty 
pounds, and by a bank-note thirty pounds, 
making in the whole 2301. the whole ſum 
he ever advanced. The greateſt part of 
which was expended in council and office 
fees: And with the greateſt difficulty were 
theſe ſums obtained, although at that time 
I had much diſtreſſed myſelf to ſupport the 
buſineſs with credit, never enduring to ſuffer 
clerks, ſtationers, or others, to aſk twice for 
their money. This exhauſted my own little 
property. And, finding Mr. F S's beha- 
viour by no means agreeable, I took a re- 
ſolution to leave him; and accordingly re- 
moved my books, &c. and left the cham- 
bers. Happy had it been for me if I had 
never returned ! But two days afterwards, 
at his requeſt, I attended him, when he 
expreſſed a forrow for the occaſion of my 
withdrawing, aſſured me of his entire ſatiſ- 
faction of my conduct in buſineſs, and pro- 
miſed to ſupply every thing neceſſary for 
conducting buſineſs in the manner I de- 
fired, which unhappily induced me to a- 

ec to a continuance with him. But not- 
withſtanding theſe promiſes, I could never 
afterwards get him to diſburſe one ſhilling, 
except 


161 
except paying a clerk-in-court's bill, who 
can certify the public, with what readineſs 
it was diſcharged. When my applications 
to him for money have been preſſing, his 
put-offs have been, It is out of my power; 
I am called upon for the ballance of my 
account as receiver of the Colerane eſtate 4. 
I have the proceſs of the pipe againſt me 
for my cattle account ; and that he could 
get no money from a gentleman ꝙ for whom 
he was much in advance. But Mr. Sharpe's 
accounts are paſſed, and will be paid in 
a few days; when I ſhall receive a con- 
N ſiderable ſum.” Theſe anſwers, knowing the 
„ two firſt to be facts, engaged me to conti- 
nue; and ſoon after receiving a ſum of mo- 
ney in buſineſs, enabled me to carry on the 
ſame with ſome degree of alacrity. But 
this ſum being quite exhauſted, when I re- 
ceived Mr. Hunt's remittance for the bal- 
5 lance of his accounts; and finding it im- 
il | pPracticable to get any further advance from 
Mr. F s, 1 very imprudently applied 
F that 
+ Mr. F-—s was by appointment of the Court of 
Exchequer ſeveral years receiver of the late Lord Cole- 
rane's eſtate. | 10 
+ Meaning the bounties paid by government for cat- 
tle who were killed purſuant to the directions of acts of 
Parliament, of which Mr. F—— was General Pay- 
maſter. I will avoid making any obſervation here, not- 
withſtanding the ſtrong fimiliarity of circumſtances, 
Facts are known to many. 


$ Whether this fact is true or falſe, it has no relation 
to our co-partnerſhip, 
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that money to buſineſs, and as imprudentl y 
ſent him the fictitious paper which has oc- 
caſioned my deſtruction, meaning thereby 
nothing . more than to amuſe him, till I 
ſhould by receipts be enabled to place that 
money where it was intended. And know- 
ing that two capital bills would ſhortly be 
paid; and expeCting to receive them, I 
applied for and obtained an order of the 


Court of Chancery, to inveſt Mr. Hunt's 


ballance, but this T was prevented carrying 
into execution, Mr. F s receiving thoſe 
bills and applying the whole to his own 
uſe. This involved me in great diſtreſs; 
and, not being able to obtain any money 
from Mr. F-—s, I was obliged to conti- 
nue diſburſing till much more than all I 
had fo received was gone, when I received 
Mr. Hunt's ſecond ballance ; and being 
then much diſtreſſed, applied it to the ſame 
uſe I had the former, hoping ſoon to be 
able to replace the whole; no leſs than 
eight hundred pounds being due on two 
bills for buſineſs, which I had great reaſon 
to hope would be ſoon ſettled and paid. 
Mr. F—s now began to enquire after 
Mr. Hunt's accounts, and whether he had 
remitted his ballance. I informed him that 
his accounts were paſſed, and that I had 


received the ballance, never pretending to. 
him that I had inveſted them; on this he 


ſeemed 


1 
ſeemed ſomewhat diſconcerted; not that 
the accounts were paſſed, but that the bal- 
lance had not come to his hands; (if it had, 
the known procedure in other accounts 
would have ſpoke the application of it) he 
deſired me to get it inveſted; but J inform- 
ed him it was not then in my power; but 
as ſoon as money came in, it ſhould be 
done. But ſoon after finding that not like- 
ly ſhortly to happen, Mr. F s having 
poſſeſſed himſelf of the funds from which 
the payment of the bills I expected were to 
proceed, I determined to raiſe the money 
among my friends, and to pay theſe bal- 
lances, and then call Mr. F $ to ac- 
count for the monies due to me. Accord- 
ingly I applied to my friends, and met with 
aſſurances of a ſupply ſufficient for my pur- 
poſe; on which I applied to the Court of 
Chancery, and obtained an order to inveſt 
the laſt ballance. But before I could com- 
plete the ſum neceſſary, Mr. F-—s wrote 
a letter to Mr. Hunt, accuſing him of hold- 
ing a ſecret correſpondence with me, and 
remitting to me the ballance of his accounts 
inſtead of him. And that I had not inveſt- 
ed the fame. This naturally ſtartled Mr. 
Hunt, who wrote to Mr. F 8, (by his 


particular direction to his own houſe) de- 
nying (with truth) holding any ſecret cor- 
reſpondence with me, his letters being al- 

ways 
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E. 
ways addreſſed to the firm of our co-part- 
nerſhip, viz. F s and Gibſon, Lincolns- 
Inn; and expreſſed his ſurpriſe at this let- 
ter. At the ſame time informing Mr.“ 
F s that he had received copies of cer- 
tificates of the monies being inveſted, 
This letter was received by Mr. F 8 
on Saturday the 6th of December 1765, 
the greateſt part of which day we were to- 
gether; and I then being aſſured of being 
tupplied with the whole ſum neceſſary to 
inveſt Mr. Hunt's money in two or three 
days, took occaſion to mention to Mr. 
F s, that I ſhould be able to inveſt Mr. 
Hunt's ballance by the middle of the week. 
To which, with a remarkable coolneſs, 
(which I could not help taking notice of ) 
he replied, Do ſo. And on that evening 
deſired I would call on him the next morn- 
ing (Sunday) and bring an account of what 
I had laid out for his brother Humphry, in 
maintenance and fitting him for the ſea, 
and he would pay me. This account had 
been about one year ſtanding. My diſ- 
burſe was near 1001. and I had received 
of Mr. F s on account gol. and no 
more. I therefore was much pleaſed with 
Mr. F. s's propoſal of paying me, and 
accordingly waited on him with his bro- 
ther's bond, &c. all tied up in a bundle, 
which I fo delivered to him, at the ſame 
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time informing him that they contained q 
true account of all my diſburſements on his 
brother's accounts. But that ſome of the 
receipts were only copies, J having bought 
the things for his brother in general of my 

own tradeſmen, two or three of whom hat 
inſerted the items in my general accounts 
with them; to which I had their receipts, 
which I would produce to him, if he deſi- 
red it. Mr. F s took the bundle, and 


without untying it laid it by him, and aid, 


© It is very well; he was buſy then, but that 
he would go over them with me at his firit 


leiſure, at which time he would pay me 


the ballance.” And thus he got out of my 
hands the vouchers for my diſburſe on this 
account, without ſettling them or paying 
one ſhilling on account thereof. But ano- 
ther uſe was to be made of them, as will 
appear preſently. 

The next day Monday the 8th of Decem- 
ber, 1765, Mr. F s and I attended to- 
gether in the Court of Exchequer in Ser- 


jeants-Inn till about twelve at noon, on a 


cauſe we had then in hearing before that 
Court. After this we ſeparated, and I at- 
tended the Court of King's-Bench at Guild- 


hall; where we had a cauſe depending, 


which was that evening tried before my 


Lord Mansfield; from thence I went, ſup- 


ped and ſpent the evening with my client. 
On 
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On my return home I was laid hold on by | 
Mr. Marſden Sir John Fielding's clerk, 
and two of Sir John's men, Mr. Marſ- 
den, Mr. Fs, one of my clerks, and 
a number of Sir John's people being pa- 
trolling the ſtreet in order to meet with me, 
while others ſtayed in the houſe, which 
they forcibly kept poſſeſſion of. 
4 Mr. F—s refuſed to ſee me that night, 
but conſented I ſhould not be taken out of 
the houſe till the next day. I was accord- 
ingly permitted to go to bed; and could 
then have eſcaped out of my chamber with 
the greateſt eaſe. But I had not a thought 
that Mr. F—s could have carried his 
paſſion to ſuch an extent; but on the con- 
trary, had not the leaſt doubt but that he 
would be guided by reaſon and juſtice, with- 
out taking advantage of an indiſcretion, 
which he, in ſome meaſure, may be ſaid to 
have been the cauſe of. But in this I have 
been miſtaken. 
The next morning Mr. Fs came to 
me attended by Mr. Peele, a very worthy 
gentleman of the law, and Mr. Pardo, who 
7 Mr F employed to carry on the pro- 
ſecution againſt me. In their preſence I 
| aſked Mr. F s what could induce him 
to take ſuch a ſtrange proceeding againſt 
; me; that if he imagined I had injured him 
it was very ealy to be aſcertained whether 
| B 2 the 
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the fact was ſo or not. And that he well 
knew I had been his moſt zealous friend 
for upwards of ſeventeen years. In anſwer 
to this Mr. F s ſhewed ſome warmth); 
and am ſorry to ſay, aſſerted a groſs falſ- 
hood ; of which he was immediately con- 
victed by the gentlemen preſent. He al- 
ledged, that ſo far from being his friend, 
I had attempted to draw the clients from 
him to myſelf; and to that purpoſe had 
printed and diſperſed hand-bills about the 
town. This bold aſſertion ſtruck me like a 
clap of thunder; but on recovering my- 
felf, I anſwered, that I had undoubt- 
edly endeavoured by diligence and afli- 
duity to gain the eſteem of our clients for 
our mutual benefit, but never made uſe of 
any ſort of means to alienate them from 
him (to moſt of whom he was indeed 
ſcarcely otherwiſe known than by name) 
and that I had never tranſacted any ſort of 
buſineſs with any of them but at chambers, 
which I always made my ſeat of buſineſs 
and never ſaw any of them at my houſe but 
at meal-times, when the office was ſhut. 
That as to the diſperſing of hand-bills, I 
told him, I would not be fo rude as to ſay 
he told a lie; for ſurely he would not be ſo 
bold as to aſſert a known falſhood in the 
preſence of thoſe gentlemen, That if ſuch 
à thing was done I was totally ignorant of 
" | | it, 
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it, and doubted not but he could produce 
one of thoſe bills he mentioned as a proof, 
which would carry with itſelf ſome degree 
of conviction. To this Mr. F 8, with 
a ſneer, replied, Your pretended ignorance 
is nothing. You have a hundred of thoſe 


hand-bills at chambers. This ſtartled me 


{till further; but after ſome recolle&ion J 
went into my ſtudy, and brought a book, 
in which an imprefſion from a ſmall copper- 
plate was paſted, on which was engraved 
my coat of arms, and the following words 
at the bottom: © James Gibſon, Gent. 
Hatton-Garden.“ This plate was engraved 
for me long before my co-partnerſhip with 
Mr. F s was thought of; and was in- 
tended and never uſed for any other pur- 
poſe than to paſte in my books; nor was a 
ſingle impreſſion from it ever delivered to 
any perſon whatever. This Mr. F $ 
could not be ignorant of, from the nature 
of the thing itſelf, as alſo from the uſe 
himſelf had ſeen me make of them; and, 
the inſpection of my books at chambers, I 
produced this book to him, aſked him it 
the paper paſted on the inſide of the cover 
was the hand-bill he mentioned, which he 
immediately anſwered in the affirmative; 
on which I produced it to the other gen- 
tlemen, and declared, that if Mr. F 
could ſhew that one of thoſe papers had 

ever 
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ever been in the hands of another perſon, I 
would admit it to bear the name he gave it. 
But here he became ſilent, and the gentle- 
men declared that the paper had no fort of 
reſemblance to a hand-bill, and that Mr. 
F s muſt be miſtaken. 

I was ſoon after taken before Sir John 
Fielding, where was aſſembled Mr. F 8. 
Mr. Pardo, Councellor Saluſbury Jones, 
and other aſſiſtants; although I had not 
a ſingle friend with me. Here I firſt heard 
of the letter before-mentioned, to be re- 


ceeding, from Mr. Hunt, in anſwer to his; 


and which was then read, as the ground of 


the proſecution againſt me. Here, in juſ- 
tice to Sir John Fielding, I muſt fay, that 
throughout the whole proceeding he treat- 


ed me with the greateſt mildneſs and gen- 
S to. 


 Interceed with that worthy magiſtrate to 


tility. And when Ircqueſted Mr. F 


give directions for my being treated with 
as much humanity as poſſible, and Mr. 
F s, with great coolneſs, replying, 1 
ce have no objection to your being treated 
« with humanity ;” Sir John, with great 
good nature, aſked me what priſon I would 
chooſe to go to? And having named New- 
Priſon, as thinking it in the moſt conve- 
nient vicinity for my friends, and having 
alſo ſome knowledge of the keeper, he im- 

mediately 


s on the Saturday pre- 
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mediately called to the officer, and expreſſed 
himſelf in the following manner: Officer, 
ce this gentleman deſires to go to Neu- 
« Priſon ; tell the keeper that I know him, 
« and expect that he is treated in every re- 
«« ſpect as a gentleman.” And addreſſing 
himſelf to me, faid, « Mr. Gibſon, if you 
« meet with any ſort of ill treatment, or 
* find any impoſition endeavoured to be 
« practiced upon you, write me a note, 
« and you ſhall have immediate redreſs.” 
For which genteel behaviour of Sir John, 
I beg he will, in this public manner, re- 
ceive my moſt grateful acknowledgments ; 
although, I am ſorry to ſay, that the keep- 
er of that priſon, rather through compul- 
fion than inclination, paid any regard to 
his directions, for I received from him the 
moſt brutal treatment, but was prevent- 
ed from complaining to Sir John from 
ſome kind behaviour 1 received from the 
people that keep the tap, who ſhewed me 
a deal of humanity. 

Immediately on my commitment to pri- 
ſon, or perhaps be fore, my detk and draw- 
ers, at my chambers, were broke open, 
and every ſort of book, paper, and vouch- 
ers whatſoever, taken from me; together 
with ſome little matters of private proper- 
ty, but what in particular I cannot recol- 
lect; and eyen my drawers, at my houls, 

were 
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were ranſacken and rummaged, by what 
authority I know not; nor was I ever per- 
mitted to g9 to the charabers, or have Jever 
received from Mr. F s any ſort of pro- 
perty ſo taken from me. 

The day after I was committed to priſon, 
I ſent to Mr. Serjeant Davy, and requeſted 
him to attend me, which he was fo obli- 
ging to do, when I laid my whole caſe be- 


tore him, and requeſted him to attend Mr. 


F—s, to propoſe to him, by authority of 
my friends, to ſettle the account between 
us, and to induce him ſo to do, that in caſc 
he had any thought of a ballance being in 
his favour, my friends would depoſit in his 
hands three or four hundred pounds; and 
further, give undeniable ſecurity to any 
amount, to anſwer any ballance that might 


appear on ſuch ſettlement due to Mr. 


F——s. This Mr. Serjeant Davy aſſured 
me he accordingly did; and that Mr. 
F—3's anſwer was, he could or would not 
do-it for ten thouſand pounds. 

Mr. Hunt was immediately ſent for ex- 
preſs, and I was on Thurſday or Friday 
(my memory does not furniſh me to ſay 
which) again called before Sir John Field- 
ing, when Mr. Hunt was preſent ; and! 
again experienced Sir John's genteel beha- 
viour. I there informed Mr. Hunt of the 
propoſal that had been made by Serjeant 

Davy 


171 
Davy. He ſaid, It was the firſt notice he had 
had of it, and that he ſhould not have object- 
ed to any good ſecurity for his money; and 
expreſſed rather anjunwillingneſs to proſecute. 
On which Mr. Fa—s, at his own requeſt, 
aſſiſted by the advice of Mr. Pardoe, enter- 
ed into a recognizance, to proſecute me, and 
Mr. Hunt was bound in recognizance to 
give evidence, On this I was finally com- 
mitted to priſon, and was brought to New- 
gate on Saturday the 13th of December, 


1705. 


Soon after this Mr. F—5 inſerted an 


advertiſement in the daily-paper, declaring 
our co-partnerſhip diſſolved; and ſent no- 


tice to all our clients not to pay me any mo- 


nies whatſoever ; nor have I ſince that time 
received a ſingle ſhilling. 

At the time I was taken into mt I 
had in my hands about two hundred and ſe- 
venty pounds of a client's; who, on hearing 
of my ſituation, ſent a relation of his to me 
in priſon to apply for it. I told him, that 
if Mr. F-—$ would conſent to ſettle ac- 
counts with me, he ſhould have it im- 
mediately; but that I had already a 
plied to him for that purpoſe, and 
had refuſed it : and then mentioned Mr. 
Serjeant Davy's propoſal, and Mr. F——s's 
anſwer ; and that if Mr. F-—s till per- 
ſiſted in refuſing to ſettle our accounts, I 
muſt of neceſſity detain that ſum for the 

C preſent, 
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preſent, as it was my only reiource in the 
long field of miſery I had before my eyes; 
but aſſured him, that in any event his 


money ſhould be ſecure. The gentleman 
behaved very genteel, and ſaid, that un- 
der my circumſtances he could not preſs me 
ſtrongly, and left me apparently very well 
ſatisfied. 

At my laſt examination before Sir John 
Fielding Mr. F-—s demanded this mo- 
ney of me. I told him, I would in no event 

ive it to him, nor could he ever be injured: 
thereby ; but that if he would ſettle accounts 
with me, it ſhould be directly paid to the 
gentleman whoſe property it was. But this 
Mr. F. s piſhed at. 
Almoſt immediately after my eien 
ment Mr. F. 
P ns for a ſettlement of the accounts be- 
tween him and our co-partnerſhip, there 
being a bill due from him to us for buſineſs 
done, to the amount of near four hundred 


pounds. But near three times that ſum of this 


gentleman's property being in Mr. F——s's 
hands, Mr. F—— told this gentleman, 
he could not ſettle any accounts with him, I 
having ſecreted all his books and papers, 
which prevented his making out his ac- 
counts. This occaſioned Mr. P——s to call 
upon me, whom I intirely ſatisfied of the 
fallacy of Mr. F=-—$'s allegation, and con- 

vinced 


s was applied to by Mr. 
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vinced him, that ſo far from my having ſe- 
creted any books, papers, or writings, I was 
not poſſeſſed of a ſingle ſcrip (except the papers 
in the cauſe I tried before my Lord Mansfield 
on the day of my impriſonment, which 


were then in my pocket, but ſince delivered 


to the party) Mr. F-—s having poſſeſſed 
himſelf of all books, papers and vouchers 
whatſoever, without permitting me to have 
even a copy of any one thing; and that his 


bill had been drawn out by me and deliver- 


ed to Mr. F s, for his approbation, a very 
ſhort time before my impriſonment ; which 
Mr. P s afterwards found to be true, 
and in conſequence thereof paid me ſeveral 
friendly viſits, and has fince done me ſome 
acts of kindneſs ; for which I hereby return 
him my molt fincere thanks. Several other 
perſons were ſent to me, by Mr. F S, 
to enquire after papers by him alledged to 
be in my hands; who informed me, that Mr. 


 F-—— aſſerted, I had not only taken away 


all his papers, but had likewiſe ruined him. 
To ſome he had ſaid, I had defrauded him 
of three thouſand pounds; to others two 
thouſand; and to others fifteen hundred. 
To theſe gentlemen I was obliged to ſtate 


the truth of the caſe, viz. That the whole 


CY ſum 


t This bill in particular, is one of the papers I 
defired Mr. F-—s to ſuffer me the inſpection of 


in my firſt letter hereafter ſet forth. 
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ſum that ever came into my hands during 
our whole co-partnerſhip, either from Mr. 
F s (who as before-mentioned never 
advanced more than two hundred and thirty 
pounds) from buſineſs, or otherwiſe : howſo- 
ever including the ſums I am charged with, 

very ſhortly exceeded two thouſand two | 
hundred pounds; that out of that I had, for 
three years and three months, paid all ex- |: 
pences whatſoever of carrying on buſineſs | 
(except the clerk-in-courts-bill, chamber- 
rent, and coals for the chamber); that Mr. | 
F——s had received out of buſineſs u- 
wards of {ix hundred pounds; and that when | 
my impriſonment commenced, there was 
upwards of ſeventeen hundred pounds due to 
the co-partnerſhip; that upon the ſettle- 
ment of the accounts, I did not doubt but 
there would appear a ballance due to me; 
that I had frequently requeſted this, and he 
had refuſed it; and in particular mentioned |: 
the propolal which had been made by Mr. 
Serjeant Davy, and Mr. F=—s's anſwer: | 
theſe were naturally, and, as I intended, 
carried to Mr. Fs again, who, inſtead 
of ſetting the matter in a clear light beyond 
a contradiction, by conſenting to a ſettle- 
ment of our accounts, which I had fo often 
requeſted, only enraged him, and made. 
him, if poſſible, the more bitter againſt 


me. 
On 
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On the 20th of December, 1765, Mr. 


Boucher, my ſolicitor, called; on me 
with a meſſage from Mr. F s, de- 
firing me to fend him an account of the mo- 
nies I had diſburſed in buſineſs. I told Mr. 
Boucher (as the truth was) that I could 
not poſſibly make out any ſuch account, 
without the aſſiſtance of the books and pa- 
pers; that if Mr. F s would ſend me 
by his clerk the papers in one cauſe at a 
time, I would draw out the whole accounts 
in the preſence of his clerk, who might take 
the papers away every evening; and accord- 
ingly I wrote and delivered the following 
letter to Mr. Boucher, to be by him carried 
to Mr. F——s. | 


SI IX. 


«© Mx. Boucher has juſt now been with me, 
« and informs me he has ſcen you, and that 
e you deſire I would let you have an account 
« of the monies I have diſburſed in buſineſs, 


« and all papers that are in my poſſeſſion. You 


« may aſſure yourſelf, that I am very ready to 
« give you and every perſon elſe every kind of 
« fſatisfaction; and flatter myſelf you will rea- 
&« dily do the ſame, and conſequently aſſiſt every 
<« thing in your power to enable me to gratify 
« your requeſt, and will not therefore refuſe 
giving Mr. Boucher the duplicate of the bill- 
++ book, which will greatly enable me to make 


„ out à correct account of my diiburiements, 
' cc 
and 


[ 22 ] 


« and alſo a copy of the draughts of Mr, 'Per- 


„ kins and Sir Matthew Lamb's bills, the laſt 


© I mean ia Hale and Lamb. And if you will 
aſſiſt me with the papers in one cauſe at a 
time, I will draw out all the bills to the pre- 


« ſent time, and notice in each what I have re- 


& ceived. As to papers in my cuſtody, I don't 
e recoliet any; if any there are, they can be only 
« ſuch as I may have, from time to time, taken 
« home with me in an evening to expedite buſi- 
* neſs, and forgot to take to chambers the next 
„ day. But if any ſuch there are, you ſhail aſ- 
© ſuredly have them. But I am confident I can 
have none of conſequence, as I always made 


„ chambers my ſeat of buſineſs. I am, 


* Sir, your moſt diſtreſſed humble ſervant, 
«© Dec. 20, 1705. J. G1BsoN.”* 


This letter Mr. Boucher informed me 


he delivered into Mr. F-—s's hand, and 
at the ſame time aſſured him, if he would 


intruſt the book and papers of one cauſe at a 
time in his hands, he would give any ſecu- 


rity for the ſafe return of them ; but this I 
am informed he abſolutely refuſed, and 
added, as an obſervation on that part of my 
letter which defired him to ſend me the 
duplicate of the bill-books, ' Here is a raſ- 
% cal! you ſee he has made out two bill- 
e books;” and added, „I thould have 
« neither book nor papers; but infiſted on 


my ſending him an account of my diſburſe. 
: This 
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This being abſolutely out of my power, I 
having nothing but my memory, and a few 
memorandums in my pocket- book to aſſiſt 
me to make out an account for upwards of 
three years and three months. I immediately 
wrote Mr, Fs the following note. 


« Mx. Gibſon is aſtoniſhed Mr. F—s ſhould 
demand of Mr. Gibſon what he himſelf pre- 
vents his anſwering. Mr. Gibſon, by his letter 
to Mr. F s begged that favour which of 
natural right he 1s entitled to, and what in all 
events his repreſentatives can demand, and that 
in particular the bill- book, of which there are 
duplicates, one part of which has been uſually 
kept by Mr. F S at his own houſe, and 
the other part in the office, and indorſed by 
the alerk as follows: The Office- Leidger. 
Mr. Gibſon never examined thole books, but 
the whole entries in one part is of the clerk's 


(Cory) writing, and the other (except ſome 


ſmall part of it which is of mine) the ſame. 
Mr. F——s will find he made a miſtake, 
when he ſaid, that the keeping two bill-books. 
was a fraud in Mr. Gibſon; for if he looks 
into the draft of the articles of co-partnerthip, 
he will find it expreſsly ſtipulated ; and if he 
will aſk Cory (if he has any doubt of the fact 
himſelf) he aſſuredly can inform him, that 
no part of that bill-book, or the duplicate; 
was ever taken from the chambers by Mr. 
Gibſon, nor any papers whatſoever, without 
it was when hurry of buſineſs occaſioned him 


to ſet up all night to execute his duty; and 
«« thoſe 
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e thoſe papers were always brought to chambers 


« the next day. It certainly muſt be of general 
ce benefit to ſuffer all the demands of the co- 


<« partnerſhip to be made out; which never can 


be done with due propriety, without Mr, 
* Gibſon's aſſiſtance; and which by his letter to 
« Mr. F=—-s he earneſtly defired he would en- 
„ able him to do; by which Mr. F s will 
* not only ſee what remains due to the co-part- 


« nerſhip, but allo what Mr. Gibſon has receiv- 


“ ed, and what he has diſburſed. It would be 
© cruel to leave that to repreſentatives which 
e principals can determine. And Mr. Gibſon 
% wiſhes to make a compleat and not a partial 
& account, which will ſpeak more for itſelf 
ce than can be diſplayed by words, 


To this Mr, Fs ſaid he would ſend! me 
an anſwer; and a few days after his clerk 
brought me a note from him, which I ex- 
pected to have been an anſwer to my letters, 


but inſtead thereof, it was the following 


notice from Mr. F s to diſſolve our co- 


partnerſhip: 


« James Gibſon, 


« Take notice, that for certain reaſons 
« whereof you are well acquainted, I here- 
e by declare the partnerſhip which ſubſiſted 
« between you and me, as attorneys and ſo- 
« licitors, 1s at an end, and that the ſame 

« ſtands 
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« ſtands diſſolved from this day. Witneſs 
« my hand this gth day ot December, 1765. 


| C T. F. 
« To Mr. James Gibſon, 
« Attorney at Law.” 


N. B. Although this notice is dated the 
gth, it was not delivered to me till the 21ſt. 


I aſked the clerk, if he knew whether 
Mr. F—s had received my laſt letter ? 
He told me he knew he had, and that he 
heard Mr. F—s fay, he would fend me an 
anſwer, but that he had not tent any by him. 

On the gth of January, 1766, I had a 
viſit from Mr. P 8, who informed me 
that Mr. F—s was ill in bed. I thought 
this would be a proper time to addreſs him 
again, and accordingly wrote him the fol- 
lowing letter: 


3 


I. 


] was this day informed by a perſon, who 
* was at your houſe, that you are ill in bed. 
I am really ſorry for it; (whether you believe 
* me or not, is of no great conſequence) and 
hope no danger is to be feared, as you have 
& a family. who muſt feel your loſs very ſenſi— 
„ bly; though I a much larger, and who muſt 
« feel a loſs in me in a more eminent degree. 
„Perhaps this illneſs may have diveſted you of 
£ paſſion and prejudice that humanity demands. 

| „ Favours 


* 


J 26] 


& Favours I have aſked none; nor can you poſ- 
* fibly grant me any. For the many ground- 
<«< els (and to you muſt be known fallacious) ) 
e reports which are every day brought to me, 
* as being propagated by you and Cory, 
e wound me to the foul, and makes every mo- 
* ment of my lif a pang of death. Did my 
c letter deſerve no kind of anſwer? was there 
e an unrealonable requeſt in it? I fear you 
„ have not read it; but I am ſure it was deli- 
&« vered to you, for the clerk told me you had 
« received it, and would ſend me an anſwer. I © 
* could wiſh, for the ſake of your family and 
© mine, that the requeſts in my letter were com- 
e plied with; it might (as you muſt know, if 
& you have any reflection without prejudice) 
© prevent expences to our poſterity, when we 
© may be no more. And it is for poſterity that 
« I plead. As for myſelf, I am ſo wounded by 
your proceedings, that I frequently pray eve- 
& ry night to be my laſt. And but from the 
« reflection on a Divinity, which opportunely | 
« ſtruck on my foul, ſhould before this have 
ce given you the ſatisfaction you ſcem ſo car— 
oh neſtiy to deſire, which can't be any thing but 
& my death, which your moſt ſtrained and un- 
pre ſidented proceedings plainly ſpeak. If only 
& a ſatis faction was deſired for any monies fup- 7? 
& poſed to be in my hands, why was it not ta- 
„ ken when offered to you by Serjcant Davy, | 
* who I am aſſured did propoſe, that friends of | 
% mine would pay down three or four hundred 
pounds, and give undeniable ſecurity for any | 
* further ſum that ſhould be demanded, exclu- 
© five of the very large ſum of money due to 
| ** Ws 
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“ me on the co-partnerſhip account, the ſettle- 
«© ment of which might have bern completed 
« ſince my letter, and muſt have given a ſatiſ- 
0 faction to many perfons, who I find are pre- 
«« judiced both againſt you and me. What can 
have occaſioned you to treat me in the man- 
«© ner you have done, I confeſs myſelf at a loſs 
“ to gueſs; for ſure your heart tells you, I have 
% ever been moſt zealouſly juſt and faithful to 
C you'foran uninterrupted term of near ſeventeen 
«© years. Your unwarranted allegation before 
« Mr. Peele, of my diſperſing hand- bills to 
« draw the clients to myſelf, with ſome other 
« extraordinary circumſtances brought to me 
(which my ſtill regard for you won't ſutfer 
me quite to believe) does almoſt amount to a 
« perſuaſion that my removal by any means 
% would be advantageous, or at leaſt deſireable 
to you. I am, 


Sir, your very humble ſervant, 


% J. G1Bs0N.” 


This letter was delivered to Mr. F—s in 
his bed, by Mr. Boucher, who I alſo deſi- 
s to deliver him 
my printed books, and other private pro- 
perty that was in chambers; but my letter, 
and this requeſt, I was informed, threw him 
into a violent paſſion, and throwing the let- 
ter down, exclaimed, © D—n the fellow, 
* what would he be at?” Which was all 
the anſwer I was indulged with, 
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Mr. F—s getting the better of his diſ- 
order, his rancour againſt me increaſed, and 
I ſuppole, fearing that he could not effec- 
tually deſtroy me by the proſecution he had 
already commenced, and recollecting what 
I had ſaid to him on delivering him the ac- 
count and vouchers for the money I had 
diſburſed on his brother's account, he now 
opened that bundle, and difpatched his 
cleik to the teveral perſons whoſe bills were 
contained therein, to know which of the 
receipts were not their own hands writing; 
and finding two of them to be as I mentioned, 
preterred and found two indictments againſt 
me for forging thoſe receipts, upon no other 
evidence{the partiesthemſelves not attending) 
as I was Cnce intormed by one of the grand- 
jury, than the clerk's oath, that he was in- 
formed by the parties, that thoſe receipts 
were not of their hand- writing, although 
the money was realy paid by me near twelve 
months before, and conſequently no ſort of 
demand had or could be made on Mr. 
F s on thoſe accounts. But theſe indict- 
ments were intended to inflame, and load 
me with a greater degree of ouilt. 

My trial being in print, I ſhall in general 
paſs it over; but one matter, which hurt 
me not a little, I cannot help noticing 3 
and that is, the evidence of one of my 
clerks, who poſſitively ſwore he had known 
| me 
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me two years, and was well acquainted 


with my hand- writing, from having often 


ſcen me write. In anſwer to which, I moſt 
ſolemnly declare, that I do not know or be- 
lieve I had ever ſeen him til] the day I hired 
him as my clerk, which, as I recollect, was 
the very day three weeks before I was taken 
into cuſtody, and am poſſitive that he never 
ſaw me put pen to paper, but on Saturday 
night preceeding the Monday on which [ 
was taken into cuſtody, when I ſat down at 
the deſk in the clerk's office to draw an ad- 
dition to a brief, for a cauſe appointed to 
come on on Monday morning, to facilitate 
the copies being made by the clerks. 

Some time after my trial, I was ſeverely 
attacked by the goal-fever, from which I 
did not expect to recover, and was a long 
time confined to my bed therewith. This 
by ſome means got to the knowledge of the 
news-writers, and a paragraply was inſerted 
that I was at the point of death. This Mr. 
F s's good nature turned to a uſe; for a 
friend of mine, who had that day been at 
Weſtminſter-Hall, came to me in the atter- 
noon, and expreſſing much ſurpriſe to ſee me 
alive, informed me, that he had heard Mr. 
F s, in Weſtminſter-Hall that morn- 
ing, publicly aſſert that I was dead, and had 
poiſoned myſelf: and ſo effectually was this 
fallacy propagated, that I was afterwards in- 

formed 
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formed by the turnkey, that near an hun- 
dred people had been with him that day, to 

know whether the report was true or falſe. 
But it pleaſed God to recover me from that 
illneſs, though it was his divine will to afflict 
me twice ſince with violent and malignant 
fevers, both which confined me to my bed for 
a long ſpace of time; from each of which it 
was not at all expected I ſhould recover; 
but under God, by the {kill and affiduity of 
my doctors and attendants, I was reſtor- 
ed again to health, though but in an imper- 
fect degree. 

The great expences ng my de- 
fence, together with other calamities falling 
upon me, having reduced me to very great 
neceſſity; and having paid ſome fees 
(amounting to about ſeven pounds) for Mr. 
JoddrellF of Lincoln's-Inn, in an amicable 
cauſe we were concerned in, between my 
Lord Saliſbury and my Lord Egmont, (Mr. 
Joddrell being at that time ill, and J at his 
requeſt doing this buſineſs for him, paid his 
fees as above) I made ſeveral applications to 
Mr. Joddrell for payment of that ſum; 
acquanting him at theſſame timewith my great 
diſtreſs. But his final anſwer was, that Mr. 
F s had applied to him and deſired him 
not to pay it me, for that I had injured him 

to 


{ Theſe fees were paid to Mr, Maverley maſter Pech- 
ell's clerk, who I am confident will verify it. 
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to a very great amount: And accordingly he 
abſolutely retuied paying me any part of 1 2 
But which refuſal I am confident did not 
flow from the principles of his heart, but 
ſrom the prejudice he had imbibed. I alto 
applied to Mr. Nuttall, the preſent ſolicitor 
of the treaſury, by letter, ſetting forth my 
diſtreſſed fituation in the moſt pathetic man- 
ner I was able, and requeſted him to pay 
me the monies I had been out of pocket, in 
a journey I had taken into Suffolk, by his 
direction, in Auguſt, 1765, on the govern— 
ment's buſineſs; and at the tame time ſub- 
mitted to him the payment of what he 
thought proper to allow for my trouble 
therein to Mr. F 8. This letter was 
followed by others before I received any an- 
{wer : but at laſt he ſent me, by a young 
gentleman, the following note : 

ce Mr. Nuttall can lay nothing to Mr. 
e Gibſon's requeſt, until he delivers to Mr. 
Fs an account of his expences and 
ce charges, which Mr, Nuttall has been told 
« he has been ＋ often deſired to do: 
« When that is done, the matter will be 
* conſidered, and juſtice done Mr, Gib- 
* ſon. | 


A 


F im- 


+ This was the firſt time Jever was defired to make 
out this account; and the juſtice that was done wr in 
this matter will preſently appear. 
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I immediately made out the account of 
my diſburſe on this occaſion, amounting to 
between fixteen and ſeventeen pounds. And 
agreeable to Mr, Nuttall's direction, I ſent the 


s; and in about a month 
after tent. to Mr. F s, requeſting the 
payment of it, but he would give no other an- 
{wer, than that he had nothing to do with it. 
I on this again wrote to Mr. Nuttall, ſtrong- 
ly urging my diſtreſſes, and intreating him 
to alleviate them by paying the above ſum. 
But after many applications to him, he gave 
an anſwer to the following effect: That 
he was ſorry for my diſtreſſes, but that he 
could not poſſibly pay me, Mr. F 8 
having aſſured him that J had injured him 
to the amount of ſome thouſands of pounds, 
and had requeſted him not to pay me. Thus, 
in the deepeſt diſtreſs, was I refuſed that 
aſſiſtance I had a right to demand: for ſure- 
ly it cannot be contended by any body, that 
Mr. F——s had any ſort of right to either | 
of theſe ſums, or without my authority 
would give any diſcharge for them, they 
being both totally abſtracted from our co- 
partnerſhip; but their being withheld from | 
me, it was known, would add to my diſ- 
tielsy and that it appears was inducement | 
ſutticient for Mr. F—-—s to attempt it, in 
which he too well ſucceeded. | | 

Mr, | 
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Mr Fs has alſo given out that I was 
going abroad, and that was the reaſon of nis 
laying hold on me in the manner he did. 
This is alſo without any ſort of foundation 
in fact, and that a little reflection will evi- 
dently evince. I muſt have been a fool of 
the higheſt degree to have applied the mo- 
nies which came into my hands in the man- 
ner I did, and run away pennyleſs. Beſides 
another fact will convince the unprejudiced, 
that I had no intention either to defraud or 
run away. I had, a very ſhort time before I 
was taken into cuſtody, a conſiderable ſum of 
money in my hands belonging to Charles 
Ketteridge, Eſq. of Hampſtead, which that 
gentleman, although a ſtranger to me, in- 
truſted in my hands, and with which, had I 


conceived a bad intention, I had opportuni- 


ties enough to have withdrawn; but I am 
{ure that gentleman will do me the juſtice to 
declare his diſbelief of my having any ſuch 
intention; but on the contrary, that I tranſ- 
ated his buſineſs with diligence and integri- 
ty, as I doubt not all who know me will 
likewiſe do. 

Sometime in June 1766, I was ſerved 
with a proce, in which Mr. F——s was 
alſo named, for the beforementioned ſum 
of money mentioned to be in my hands at 
the time of my firſt impriſonment. I in- 
formed the gentleman who brought the 

E proceſs 
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proceſs to me, that I ſhould make no fort of 
defence on my part; the money being juſtly 
due from me; and aſſured the gentleman, 
that in every event it ſhould be ſecured, and 


informed him in what manner ; but that the 


diſtreſſes I had laboured under, had render- 
ed me incapable of doing any thing at that 
time; and mentioned to him the various ap- 
plications I had made to Mr. F $ to ſet- 
tle our accounts, and his behaviour on thoſe 
occaſions, He told me, he ſhould not trou- 
ble me any more on the occaſion, but was 
determined to recover the money of Mr. 
F——s, if poflible. I ſent Mr. F-—s an 
account of my being ſerved with this pro- 
ceſs, and that I ſhould not attempt any 
thing i in defence of it on my own account. 

I heard nothing more of Mr. F-—s, or 
this action, till the latter end of January 
1767, when he ſent me by Mr. Boucher the 
queries ſet forth in the following letter: 
whereupon I wrote to him, on the 31ſt of 
January 1767, as follows: | 


Sir, 
* am informed you are deſirous I ſhould an- 
« ſwer you the following queries, reſpecting Mr. 
© Bingham and Miſs Pinckard. 


„ 1, What Mifs Pinckard's buſineſs was when 


| © the money was received, and how and for 


* what purpoſe ? 
% 2, Whether I ſent or aſked for the money 
„till it was wanted? „ 3. Whe- 


1 


Whether it was paid to me ſor ſafe cuſ- 
tody only till it was wanted? 

* 4. Whether I looked upon it as Mr. Bing- 
ham's or Mils Pinekard's money? 


All which I ſhall readily anſwer for your 
ſatisfaction, notwithſtanding the cruel treat- 
ment I have met with; but which I hope your 
heart is by this time become ſoftencd enough 
to lament being the cauſe of. 

« To your firſt query I anſwer : That the 
buſineſs Miſs Pinckard had with me was 
merely to depoſit the money in my hands, by 
Mr. Bingham's directions ſignified to her by 
letter, he having before left the money with 
her; and the application of the money was 
for the purchaſe of Mr. Smith's proportion of 
the Batterſea eſtate, and to be paid to him on 
his and his wife's making a ſurrender to Mr, 
Bingham's ute, which was not done by reaſon 
Mr. Sutton the ſteward of Batterſea was 111 
the country, This you do or might have 
known as well as me, as Cory was fully ac- 
quainted with it, and went many times to en- 
quire after Mr. Sutton, or where he might be 
wrote to, in order to get the buſineſs done. 

4 2, I neither ſent or aſked for the moſ ey at 
all. It was paid to me as above, and the day 
it was ſo paid I received a letter from Mr. 
Bingham, informing me of his having wrote 
to Miſs Pinckard to pay the money into my 
hands. 

„ 3. Anſwered before. 

* 4. The money moſt certainly was Mr. 


Bingham's. 
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© The above contains full and true anſwers 
to all your queries. And if any further infor- 
mation is wanting, and in my power to give, 
either in this or any other matter, I always 
have been and ſtill am ready to give it. 

If the propoſal made you by Serjeant Davy 
the firſt day of my impriſonment had been 
accepted, the action occaſioning theſe queries 
had never been brought; nor would that de- 
ſtruction which the conſequence of that im- 
priſonment has brought upon me and my un- 
happy children, have happened. But I con- 
clude that ſome ſecret enemy muſt have raiſed 
an unjuſt ſuſpicion in your breaſt, which hur- 
ried you inconſiderately to deſtroy me; for 
ſurely your hea't could not diftate your pro- 
ceedings againſt me. 

« But fer God's ſake what could induce you 
to load me with the aſſertion of having injured 
you in your property, and that to the amount 
of many hundred pounds more than ever came 
into my hands? You know that the whole of 
my receipts oa every account and fron) every 
petrſon whoſoever during our whole co-part- 
nerſhip, together with the monies I am charg- 
ed with in "the proſecutions againſt me very 
ſhortly, exceed 2200 l. out of which you ailo 
knew I paid al} diſburſements in bufineſs, 

clerks and Jauncrels's ſalaries, and all other 
out- goings, (except Mr. Lally's bill and 
chamber rent) and this for upwards of three 
years. Add to this, my right to our mo ety 
of all the profits in buſinets, | not only of What 


I received, included in the above ſum, but cf 


the large fum remaining due when my de- 
&« {truction 
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ſtruction commenced, and which, from my 
calculations, could not be leſs than 17001. 
excluſive of what you had before received of 
Lord De Lawarr, Sir Matthew Lamb, &c. 
&c. in all which you know I paid the whole 
diſburſe, but received nothing. Theſe mat- 
ters might have been ſet in a true light, paſt 
a contradiction, by the ſettlement 7 our ac- 
counts, which I have ſo frequently deſired, 
and now again requeſt, the doing which can 
in no event injure you. And the further to 
induce you to come to that ſettlement, I am 
authorized to aſſure you, that I have a friend 
who will ſecure Mr. Bingham his demand, 
(with which I have charged myſelf in the 
above ſum) if you will ſettle our whole ac- 
counts, and there ſhall not appear a ballance 
due to me thereon ſufficient tor that purpoſe, 
which whatever you may imagine, I am con- 
fident will appear at leaſt ſo much in my fa- 
vour. 
«© As to myſelf, was I diſcharged from pri- 
fon this day, the ſting of this place of horrors 
is too deep in me to ſuffer me to continue in 
a place where I was known and till this pro- 
ſecution I may ſay eſteemed ; but muſt ſeek 
a livelihood in ſome other climate; and there 
endeavour, if poſſible, to forget my preſent 
miſeries, which are and have been ſo great 
and cutting as to render it greatly improbable 
they can ever be eradicated, and ſuch as J 
hope you or yours will never feel, otherwiſe 
than in reflection that I labour under them: 
And if ſuch reflection at all happens, it iurely 
muit induce you to caſe me, and wiſh for a 
e method 
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% method ſo to do; and I think when one is 
pointed out, you will purſue it with chear- 
« fulneſs. And that method I conceive will be 
* tor you to apply to the judges in my behalf 
<< to Interceed with his Majeſty for a pardon, 
* on condition of my going abroad for a 
certain time, and that the ſpecial verdict be 
not argued at all. This will be a ſaving to 
“ you, and to my friends, of no inconſiderable 
«© expence; and I hope will meet with your 
% conſideration. I am, 


Sir, your moſt diſtreſſed humble ſervant, 
«© Ton. $2, 2767.- + J. G1BsoN.” 


This letter was delivered by Mr. Boucher 
to Mr. F s in his bed, where he was then 
confined by the gout. And the good- natured 
anſwer, as brought me by Mr. Boucher, was, 
e D—n the fellow, can't he write without 
«© invectives?“ Whether any invectives are in 
this letter, is ſubmitted to the reader; but if 
any ſuch are found, it is only in a repetition 
of facts, which perhaps gave Mr. F——s 
oftence ; but I hope there are men in the 
world on whom they would have had a dif- 
ferent effect. 

After waiting about a fortnight, and find- 
ing I was not likely to receive any farther 
anſwer from Mr. F s, I ſent to the 
attorney who brought the above action, and 
requeſted him to call on me, which he very 


obligingly did: and Mr. Boucher, my ſo- 
licitor, 


„ =; ' Hy we 
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licitor, happened to be at the ſame time 
reſent. I ſhewed him the laſt-mentioned 
letter, and deſired to know what had been 
done in the cauſe. He informed me that it 
was ended, he having taken Mr. Fs 
bond for much leſs than was due. Thus 
you ſee that Mr. Fs rather choſe to pay 
this ſum than to ſettle our accounts; his 
reaſons for ſo doing mult be left to the diſcern- 
ing part of mankind. The ſettlement of 
our accounts would not have prejudiced Mr. 
F s, if juſtice was his only view; for 
ſuppoſing his allegations to be fact, this ſet- 
tlement would have proved it a matter, it is 
ſubmitted of no ſmall conſequence. 

At the time I was fo indiſcreet as to com- 
mit the offence, which has brought me to 
deſtruction, I had no idea of fraud or offend- 
ing any written law, and never ſaw the act 
of parliament on which I was indicted, until 
it was produced againſt me at Sir John Field- 
ing's: when, on conſidering it, I did not con- 

ceive myſelf affected thereby. But as I find it 
is determined againſt me, I, with the utmoſt 
reſignation, ſubmit to the divine will. 

There are many matters I ſhall paſs over 
in ſilence, as not quite pertinent to my caſe, 
and which, if mentioned, might, perhaps, 
with more propriety be called invective than 
any thing inſerted in my laſt letter, and 


ſhall therefore now conclude, hoping the 
public 


40 
public will make due allowance for my in- 
accuracies in indiction or ſtile, on account of 


my unhappy ſituation: and if any perſons 


entertain the leaſt doubt of any of the facts 
ſtated in this caſe, they, on application to 
me, ſhall have the fulleſt ſatisfaction. 

If it is thought proper to make any an- 
ſwer to this caſe, I expect it to be verified 
as this is, in which event it ſhall receive an 
immediate reply, if I am fo long permitted 
to be. 


? 


]. GIBSON, 
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The King againſt James Gibſon. 


AMES GIBSON, late of Lincoln's- 
I Ian, attorney at law, maketh oath, That 

e contents of the pamphlet hereto an- 
nexed, written by himſelf, intitled, Tun 
« CASE of MR. JaMes Giso, attorney 
te at law, faithfully and impartially ſtated.” 
are true. 


J. GIBSON. 


Sworn at Newgate, Feb. 
20, 1768, before 


Stephen Poſilethwaite a Com &c. 


